
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL

648 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION

500 WEST TEMPLE STREET

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012-2713

JOHN F. KRATTLI
County Counsel June 26, 2013

TELEPHONE

(213) 974-1861

FACSIMILE

(213) 229-9924

TDD

(213) 633-0901

TO: SACHI A. HAMAl
Executive Offcer
Board of Supervisors

FROM:

Attention: Agend~arepar . n

PATRICK A. WU
Senior Assistant Cou ty Counsel

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Jason Terpstra v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
United States District Court Case No. CV 12-06354

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Sumary Corrective Action Plan to be made
available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summar and
the Sumar Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Jason Terpstra v. County of Los Angeles, et aI., United States
District Court Case No. CV 12-06354, in the amount of $479,500 and instruct the
Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement from the
Sheriffs Deparment's budget.

This lawsuit concerns allegations of false arest, excessive force, and malicious
prosecution by Sheriffs Deputies.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Jason Terpstra vs. COLA

. CASE NUMBER CV 12-06354

COURT United States District Court

DATE FILED 7/24/2012

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Sheriffs Department

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ $479,500

A TIORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Bradley C. Gage, Esq.

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Karen Joynt

NATURE OF CASE Plaintiff Jason Terpstra alleges
that he was falsely arrested i
subjected to the use of excessive
force, and maliciously prosecuted
by the two Deputies who arrested
him.

The Deputies contend that
probable cause existed for the
arrest and prosecution and that
only necessary and reasonable
forcewas used to arrest

. Mr. Terpstra.

However, due to the risksand
uncertainties of litigation, a
reasonable settlement at this time
wil avoid futher litigation costs.
Therefore, a settlement of t~is
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PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.959630.i

matter in the amount of $479,500
is recommended.

$ 52,184.96

$ 10,144.03



I Case Name: Ja!on Te.tr v. Count of Loa Angeles, et ~i,

Summary Corrective Action Plan

Th Intet of this fo Is to assist depaents In wrting a corre acton plan summary fo attchment
to the seement docme develope for th Bord of Superv and/or th Count of Los Angeles
Claims Bord, The summary should be a spe overvew of the clalmslult' 'lcentied root cause
and coe acts (statu, time frme, and reonsible part). This summary does hot replace the
Cone Actn Plan form. If ther Is a queson' relate to confientialit, plea consltCounty Counsel,' .

.
Dat of incident/event saturday, July 23,2011; approximately 1:5e a.m.

Br provide a desption
,,po Terp v' County of Los Angel", 8t al,of the Incient/event

Summar Corr Ac Plan No. 2013-10

On Saturday, July 23, 2011, tw Lo Angeles County Deuty Sherff"
assigned to the Los Angeles Count Sherffs Departnfs Transi
service Bureu, after obsrving two vilatons of the Califrnia Vehicle
Code, Initated "8n enforcment stop on the vehicle the plainti was
drivng.

Durng the course of the enforcent stop, the plaint and one of the

deputy sheff beme Involvecl In a violent stggle for cotr of the
deputys firearm while Inside the vehicle and while the vehicle

aclerated uncontrUably dow the highway. Even af th plaintffs
vehlc collde with tw park ca, a fight fo control of the deuty
sheriffs wepon continued. Only after the vehicl came to ret was the
deputy able to regain contrl of his firerm. With the assistnce of the
send deput (who had followd the plaintis vehicle In a patl.car),
the two deput sherif were abl~ to ovel'e th resistance offred by

the plainti and subdue him. The plainti was finally handcufed and
ultimately taken into custy.

1. Bnefly descri the rot caU8s) of the clalmlult:

In his lauit the plaintiff alleed excessive forc, fals arrest. and malicus prsecon by membe
of th Lo Angel County Sheriffs Dertent

2, Briefly descbe remmended corrve actons:
(Incl eac corr acon, due date, reSile part, and any dlscnai ai;ons If apprprte)

The los Angeles County Sheris Departent had relevant polices and proedures/protocls In effct
at th time of th Incient

The los Angele County Sheriffs Departenfs trining currulum address the circstance which
ocurre In the Incident.

This incident was thoroughlY reviewed by the los Angeles County Sheriffs Deoartent executive
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Conty of Lo.Angeles
Summary Cor Acn Plan.

For Revie Commit Th mebers of the coitee concluded the forc used by th tw deputy
sheri wa resonable, necery. and In compliance wi Departent policy.

No systemic Isues were identied and no emploee miscduct Is suspe. CoseuenUy. no
persnnekeate administrtie acn was tan and no ot corrct acton mesure arereened nor conteplate. .

3. Ar the correte actons addreing deprtent-we sytem Issues?

CJ Yes -Th corrctve acons addre departent-wlde system issue~.

18 No - The corre actons are only applicble to the aff parUes,

Los Angele County Sheris Departt

Name: (R Mat Colnatr)

Shaun J. Mater, captain .
Risk Manaemen Bureu

Signatwe: Da:~l)Øì 'S !z3!3

Name: (Dent Head

Glen Draovl, DMsion Direr
Administrtie and Training Division

Signature: . Date:

~~ :v~~ s--¡t /'3,

This secn intentonally lef blank.
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County of Los Angele
summ~ry Co Acon Plan

Name: (R Mal1emen Int Gene

SignatUre:

(ß () ~ rl/TJ rJ.~ Date:

¿I3/!il

"
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